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“If your work speaks for itself don't interrupt”

IPC & IWBF Classification

There has been controversy brewing over classification for
years within various sports for athletes with a disability and
of course the various governing bodies.
Most recently, the world governing body for the
Paralympic movement, the International Paralympic
Committee (IPC) presented the International Wheelchair
Basketball Federation (IWBF) with an ultimatum to get their
act together or not be included in the Tokyo 2020
Paralympic Games.
T j The dispute has been over
‘ T the fact that the IWBF has
; \-¥E not done due diligence in
Lt complying with the IPC
1 athlete classification code
for inclusion in IPC
activities.

get their house in order by May 29, 2020 or be removed
from the competitive program at the Tokyo Paralympic
Games scheduled for August 25-September 6, 2020. The
news release reads, “As part of an IPC approved action plan,
the IPC Governing Board has granted the IWBF a temporary
extension to comply with the IPC Athlete Classification
Code. During this extension period, all wheelchair
basketball players set to compete at the Tokyo 2020
Paralympic Games with sport classes 4.0 and 4.5 must have
their eligibility reassessed by 29 May 2020. Such
reassessments will determine whether players have an
Eligible Impairment under the IPC Athlete Classification
Code. Players found without an Eligible Impairment will
not be allowed to compete at the Games.”

If the IWBF is unsuccessful in fulfilling their responsibility
for Tokyo 2020, there will be another hurdle to overcome
in order to be reinstated in the Paris 2024 Games: that
deadline looms as August 2021.

In another life, | was very involved in classification and
championed the inclusion of all players in wheelchair

basketball. | spoke in terms of a classification system that
recognized the working muscle groups of all athletes and
develop a system that allowed for all players to have a fair
and equitable opportunity to compete at all levels. The
focus was always on the positive working muscle groups,
not their medical status or so-called impairment. | worked
with key administrators of the day in the development of a
functional classification system that allowed for points to
be assigned for different players. The number of classes
could be added up and divided by the number of players
allowed on court to come up with the average classification
of a player; then we would simply multiply that by (5) to get
the total number of points allowed on the court at any time
to add a fair mathematical equation to the classification
system. Sadly, | lost the fight to have 5 classes (instead of 8)
with the average class being 3 and therefore 15 points on
the court. Rather, we ended up with 8 classes (4 which were
solid classes so to speak and 4 that were the rare exception
and they were denoted with .5 and 14 points allowed on
court. The 5 players allowed on court at any given time to
be mathematically fair would have to be 2.75 and we do
not have that class. That was the least of my worries at the
time as the bigger issue for me was the exclusion of players
that did not have a so-called disability. That is for me where
disability derailed the development of a fantastic sport!
The IPC Classification Code has a list of eligible
impairments to compete
excluding other athletes!
Dr. Horst Strohkend| was
the pioneer, developer,
and author of the
functional classification of
wheelchair basketball. He
M was Chairman of the first
sport-specific classification committee of the International
Stoke Mandeville Games Federation (ISMGF) and was part
of the Executive Committee with me when IWBF
established its independence in 1989 and officially 1993.
The controversy on classes was there then, and the issue of
able-bodied involvement in the game was polarizing at
best, as it is today albeit less concerning.
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IATA — Air Transportation

At the June 2019 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the International Air
Transportation Agency (IATA) the
following resolution on passengers
with disabilities was adopted: “The
75th IATA AGM unanimously agreed
to a resolution calling on governments
to adopt IATA’s core principles for accommodating
passengers with disabilities. These principles aim to
change the focus from disability to accessibility and
inclusion by bringing the travel sector together with
governments to harmonize regulations and provide the
clarity and global consistency that passengers expect.” The
electronic code of Federal Regulations which airlines abide
by as do products from these companies, Batec-Mobility,
Benoit Systemes, and Spinergy ZX-1, states the following:
(17) A wheelchair or other mobility aid equipped with a
lithium ion battery, when carried as checked baggage,
provided—(i) The lithium ion battery must be of a type that
successfully passed each test in the UN Manual of Tests and
Criteria (IBR; see §171.7 of this subchapter), as specified in
§173.185 of this subchapter, unless approved by the
Associate Administrator; (ii) The operator must verify that:
(A) Visual inspection of the wheelchair or other mobility aid
reveals no obvious defects; (B) Battery terminals are
protected from short circuits (e.g., enclosed within a
battery housing); (C) The battery must be securely attached
to the mobility aid; and (D) Electrical circuits are isolated,
(iii) The wheelchair or other mobility aid must be loaded
and stowed in such a manner to prevent its unintentional
activation and its battery must be protected from short
circuiting; (iv) The wheelchair or other mobility aid must be
protected from damage by the movement of baggage,
mail, service items, or other cargo; (v) Where a lithium ion
battery-powered wheelchair or other mobility aid is
specifically designed to allow its battery to be removed by
the user (e.g., collapsible): (A) The battery must be removed
from the wheelchair or other mobility aid according to
instructions provided by the wheelchair or other mobility
aid owner or its manufacturer; (B) The battery must be
carried in carry-on baggage only; (C) Battery terminals must
be protected from short circuits (by placement in original
retail packaging or otherwise insulating the terminal e.g. by
taping over exposed terminals or placing each battery in a
separate plastic bag or protective pouch); (D) The battery
must not exceed 300 Watt-hour (Wh); and (E) A maximum
of one spare battery not exceeding 300 Wh or two spares
not exceeding 160 Wh each may be carried; (vi) The pilot-
in-command is advised either orally or in writing, prior to
departure, as to the location of the lithium ion battery or
batteries aboard the aircraft. Batec Blog on air travel.
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Batec MINI

‘ - The MINI is currently the
. most compact hand bike
offered by BATEC. It was
designed to be small without
losing one bit of the quality
and reliability of a Batec,
R 2 which has become the
mdustry standard with latest-generation components that
will improve and help you enjoy your mobility. Batec
products enhance your mobility, provide self-sufficiency,
allow you the freedom to pick up and go without getting
in and out of a vehicle or easy transport if you are taking
your MINI on a car, bus, train, or airline trip. You will have
power on your current manual chair, overcome barriers like
curbs, cobblestones, gravel, trolley tracks, off-road trails,
and irregular terrain. Batec products attach to your chair in
seconds without transferring making them the industry
standard for easy usability and a safe anchor system!
We have full stock in the para and quad versions of this
. product and for March 2020
- we are offering a 10%
‘:- discount on all MINI units
off retail pricing direct to
end users through the dealer
& network; but check with
2 them for their best pricing.

Blts and Bytes

Abilities Expo Feb 21-23, 2020 Los Angeles, CA;
Medtrade March3-5, 2020 Las Vegas, NV;

36 ISS March 3-6, 2020 Vancouver, BG;

20" HHPC Oakville April 15-16, 2020;

Abilities Expo May 1-3, 2020 New York, NY;

CSMC 35™ Anniversary May 5-6, 2020 Toronto, ON;
CAOQOT May 6-9, 2020 Saskatoon, SK;

NBANH May 13-14, 2020 in Moncton, NB;
ENABLE/AccessABLE Carleton/ILC May 26, Ottawa;
Abilities Expo May 29-31, 2020 Toronto, ON;
Paralympic Games Aug 25-Sept 6 Tokyo, Japan;
Rehab Equip Expo Richmond, BC Sept 15, 2020;
Access Expo Sept 18-19, 2020 VV, Toronto, ON;
Rehacare, Dusseldorf, Germany Sept 23-26.
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BESPOKE PLUS is the newsletter of 49 Bespoke Inc., which
markets products from around the world designed to
better meet the needs of people with a disability.

We have grown up in sport, have a social service
background, and have adopted an advocacy role in our
business practice. Comments are welcome.
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