
Rick Hansen, Founder, Rick 
Hansen Foundation and Man in 
Motion athlete expressed in his 
December 2024 update his deepest 
gratitude to The Slaight Family 
Foundation for their historic $30 
million donation to 11 organizations, 
including his, in support of people 

with disabilities across Canada. “This is the largest 
investment in disability in Canadian history, which will 
fund a one-of-a-kind cross-country partnership of 
national and regional disability organizations over five 
years.” 
 
He went on to say, “1 in 4 Canadians live with a 
disability, including 850,000 children and youth. With an 
increasing aging population, it’s the world’s largest 
minority group that we all have the potential to be a part 
of, whether it’s with a temporary or permanent disability.
This transformational investment means that we can 
continue to tackle the many barriers including access to 
appropriate healthcare, underemployment to expensive 
equipment, inaccessible infrastructure and stigma that 
people with disabilities are confronted with.  
What I am most inspired by is the opportunity to work 
with 10 other disability organizations to use our 
complementary strengths and synergies to generate 
innovative solutions that will have a lasting impact, 
allowing the places we live, work, learn and play in to 
be more accessible and inclusive. Together, we can 
further advance a movement to remove barriers to 
create inclusion. People with disabilities deserve to fully 
participate and contribute to an equitable society 
throughout their lifespan. I commend Gary and The 
Slaight Family Foundation for being a trailblazer in this 
vital social sector. I will forever be grateful for their 
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leadership, support and belief in making a difference in 
the lives of people with disabilities.” 
 
"It's about bringing 11 organizations who've never 
collaborated before together and ensuring that the face 
of disability is changed in Canada." 
 
A young girl in a wheelchair plays with a ball. Brain-
computer interface technology allows users to move 
their wheelchair and play using their brain waves. 
(Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press) Hawken 
says the Slaight Family Foundation Disability Initiative 
will help transform disability care and support in 
Canada, where one in four people identify as having a 
disability. According to Statistics Canada, the number 
of people with disability is set to rise as the country's 
population ages. "This is going to impact from coast to 
coast every age level and in a way that's never been 
done before," she said. The money will be given to 
national and regional organizations, including: 
 
Holland Bloorview Kids Foundation: $10.5 million. 
Rick Hansen Foundation: $10 million. 
Canadian Council on Rehab and Work: $1 million. 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind: $1 million. 
Canadian Women's Foundation: $1 million. 
Easter Seals Canada: $1.5 million. 
Empowered Kids Ontario: $1 million. 
Inclusion Canada: $1 million. 
March of Dimes Canada: $1 million. 
Ontario Disability Employment Network: $1 million. 
Wavefront Ctr for Communication: $1 million. 
 
In a news release, Gary Slaight, president of The 
Slaight Family Foundation, said disability exclusion has 
a significant impact on individuals, families, the 
economy and culture. 
 
"Connecting and expanding programs and innovations 
from organizations dedicated to disability care and 
awareness will create an umbrella of support across 
Canada, while dismantling stigma and creating a more 
inclusive society for us all," he said. 
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