BESPOKE PLUS - September 2024 - Volume 22, Number 289

2 BESPOKEPLUS

Rehacare 2024

When you get a majority of companies together in this
industry that spend well over a quarter million euros
each to showcase their products, we end up with a
whole lot of excitement across the spectrum of those
involved. Countless new products coming into the
market along with older

............. —_________ products that have been
M‘ for Rehabilitation and Care updated or a refreshed
W 1700 S MR 2l marketing/communications
approach to the market area.

wwwirehacsrecom  Member ol (] MEDICATiance

The Batec Air was introduced and may be a very good
addition to this category along with the PAWS Eco
Travel. These are products that could very easily be on
power add on funding
programs which gives them a
good chance of being good
commercial products. There
were also other products
introduced in this category
that have a great opportunity to do the job that the
Cheelcare Companion has done here in Canada and
the USA.

We enjoyed conversations with current suppliers and
saw their new initiatives like
FrogLegs new whisper caster.
We got the opportunity to
meet a number of companies
that we have not done

¢c09 Leg, business with in the past and

& look forward to working with

v them in the future. Notable
ones include wheel sets, casters, tires, power
equipment, and more.

BATEC DZATEC %o

A little over a decade ago, Batec Mobility arrived in Canada!
This power add-on to a wheelchair revolutionized the lives
of over 1000 individuals by providing an opportunity to
access all services in their community without the hassle of
getting in and out of a vehicle a number of times during
the day.

& This Spanish company radically
| improved the mobility of
people with disabilities by
creating and selling innovative
= products designed by and for
& people with a disability. Their
story is linked to the personal
story of Pau Bach, a
quadriplegic who founded
Batec Mobility to bring the
solutions he designed to other people with physical
disabilities. They have received several awards since 2006,
both for entrepreneurship and for their commitment to
employing people with a disability. Pictured here is the
then International Sales Manager Ignasi Cortadellas
Baquer and Reg McClellan, 49 Bespoke Inc on his first Batec
ride.

Their product has spawned
significant development in this
area in particular with the PAWS
units from Rehasense who also
have a long-time end user
working behind the scenes to
assist in the development of all
their products including the
first power add on to
automatically connect to a manual wheelchair creating
opportunities for C5 lesions! See more of these two
companies here www.batec-mobility.com and
www.rehasense.ca .
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2024 Paralympics

Congratulations to all the Paralympians for another great
set of games and nationally to the general media;
especially to the www.CBC.ca for their tremendous
coverage of all the games on GEM.

We watched all the sports but paid particularly close
attention to wheelchair basketball, rugby, and tennis. The
respective National Sport Organizations will in all
likelihood be doing their assessment of the performances
that they had, and we trust they will all look at their
domestic development plans as well as their
communication plans to involve more participants and
opportunities. Like with many sport for athletes with a
disability organizations, domestic development has to be
of paramount importance. As well, and a close second is
showcasing the tremendous talent we have municipally,
provincially, and nationally.

TiLite’s New X and Z

A go to titanium wheelchair frame manufacturer, TiLite has
been doing R&D for the last 3 years plus to come up with
an affordable aluminum product to compete with the
plethora of those type of products in the marketplace. They
have developed product to meet the end users changing
seating and mobility needs with the same commitment to
TiLite quality and
reliability. In addition,
they are talking faster
than ever delivery
times in just 5
business days!

s The TiLite X is a
folding frame unit where the TiLite Z is an open frame
(mono tube as they call it) rigid chair both boasting a
billion different configurations. The new web site already
has the product listed in the industry leading online
configurator.

Tennis Canada - Inclusion

Tennis Canada recently unveiled the Wheelchair Tennis
Whole Player Development Pathway (WTWPDP), a player
development guide designed to foster lifelong passion for
and participation in wheelchair tennis. This development
is in cycle with funding programs and regular reviews done
in this and every sport in the Canadian system. Wheelchair
Tennis at Tennis Canada was born out of an inclusionary
model developed a couple decades ago and some would
argue did a good job of satisfying administrative and
financial needs in the system, but has done little to

complement the development of the
individual sports particularly at the
domestic level.

In the case of wheelchair tennis, the
verbiage promoting excellence on and
off the court with a commitment to
physical activity, mental, physical health
and wellness for life is super. They have
identified seven stages as their stairway
to heaven while facilitating a safe, positive, and inclusive
environment. The seven stages are: Discovery: Building
awareness of wheelchair tennis Active Start: Trying
wheelchair tennis Fundamentals: Establishing the
foundations to play and compete Development: Fueling
passion and developing sound technique Consolidation:
Emphasizing tactics and focusing on specific tasks
Performance: Training with intensity and emphasizing
physical development Life as a Pro: Achieving high
performance and sport-life balance.

Its framework is also designed around the 5C’s of coaching
that develop a well-balanced player and individual:
Culture; Character; Confidence; Connection; Competence.

The WTWPDP is a good read, and you can check it out on
their web site, but if they are serious about the
development of wheelchair tennis, job number one is to
make the sport fair and equitable for all participants with a
classification system that works; the current system chases
people away.

Blts and Bytes

Motion Cares Hamilton, ON November 6, 2024;
Abilities Expo December 6-8, 2024 Dallas, TX;
REE Richmond BC March 04, 2025;

Abilities Expo March 7-9, 2025 Las Angeles, CA;
Abilities Expo May 2-4, 2025 New York, NY;
Abilities Expo June 20-22, 2025 Chicago, IL;
Abilities Expo August 1-3, 2025 Houston, TX;
Abilities Expo September 5-7, 2025 Phoenix, AZ;
CSMC September 9-10, 2025 Toronto, ON;
Rehacare Dusseldorf, DE September 17-20, 2025;
Abilities Expo December 6-8, 2024 Dallas, TX.
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BESPOKE PLUS is the newsletter of 49 Bespoke Inc., which
markets products from around the world designed to
better meet the needs of people with a disability.

We have grown up in sport, have a social service
background, and have adopted an advocacy role in our
business practice. Comments are welcome.
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